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remarkable, and shows that the Indians, even at that early
date in their history, had a very accurate knowledge of the
form and extent of their native land.
One the west, the course of the Indus from Ohind, above
Attok, to the sea is 950 miles by land, or about 1200 miles
by water. On the north, the distance from the banks of
the Indus to Patna, by our military route books, is 1143
miles, or only 6 miles less than the measurement of the royal
road from the Indus to Palibothra, as given by Strabo on
the authority of Megasthenes. Beyond this, the distance was
estimated by the voyages of vessels on the Ganges at 6000
stadia, or 689 British miles, which is only 9 miles in excess
of the actual length of the river route. From the mouth of
the Ganges to Cape Comorin the distance, measured on the
map, is 1600 miles, but taking into account the numerous
indentations of the coast-line, the length should probably be
increased in the same proportion as road distance by one-
sixth. This would make the actual length 1866 miles. From
Cape Comorin to the mouth of the Indus there is a consi-
derable discrepancy of about 3000 stadia, or nearly 350 miles,
between the stated distance and the actual measurement on the
map. It is probable that the difference was caused by
including in the estimate the deep indentation of the two
great gulfs of Khambay and Kachh, which alone would be
sufficient to account for the whole, or at least the greater part
of the discrepancy.
v
This explanation would seem to be confirmed by the com-
putations of Megasthenes, who "estimated the distance from
southern sea to the Caucasus at 20,000 stadia,"1 or 2298
British miles. By direct measurement on the map the distance
from Cape Comorin to the Hindu Kush is about 1950 miles,2
1.  Strabo, xv. 1,12.
2.  Elphinstone, Hist, of India, Introd. p. 1 estimates the distance
from Kashmir to Cape Comorin at about 1900 miles,   The Caucasus is
at least 50 miles to the north of Kashmir.